
 
 

Avera McKennan Nursing EBP/Research Conference 
Agenda 

  

7:00 – 8:00am  Registration 

 8:00 – 8:15am Introduction  

 8:15 – 9:00am     Onboarding New Registered Nurse Post Pandemic  Lynn White PhD, RN, ACNS-BC 
Michelle Gierach EdD, RN, CNE   

 Ranae Acukerman DNP, APRN, NNP-BC, AHN-BC 
         Tara Miller BSN, RN 
         Brenda Wolles MS, RN, CNL         

 9:00 – 9:45am Factors Associated with Changes in Nurse’s Emotional Robin Brown, PhD, RN, CNE 
  Distress During the COVID-19 Pandemic                 Brandi Pravecek DNP, RN, CNP, FNP-BC 
       
 9:45 – 10:15am Poster Presentations 
  SOS:  “Save our Students” by Implementation of a  Jean Yockey PhD, MSN, RN, CNE 
  Student-Led Wellness Initiative     Danielle E. Fleming MSN, RN, SCRN, CEN 
         Lorie Truhe BSN, RN 
         Brittney Ingram BSN Student 
 
  Development of Global Health Competency Awareness Lisa Feller EdD, RN, CNE 
  Through Assessment of Vulnerable Populations:  An  Helene Hegge MSN, RN 
  International Virtual Exchange Project   Anne Pithan DNP, RN, CENP, NE-BC, CMSRN, CNE 
  
10:15 – 11:00am  “Don’t Knock it Until You Try It.”    Teresa Garren-Grubbs DNP, RN, CMSRN, CNL 
       Karna Pfeffer MSN, RN 
11:00 – 11:45am    Virtual Monitoring and Fall Prevention   Maria Coughlin BSN, RN, MEDSURG-BC 
       Ashley McMahon BSN, RN-BC                        
11:45 – 12:15am Lunch 
  
12:15 – 1:00pm  Hopelessness in Stroke Survivors    Jill Rye DNP, RN, CRRN, CNL, FARN 
         Lynn White PhD, RN, ACNS-BC 
         Deb Bomgaars PhD, RN, CNE 
         Angela Kroeze-Visser MPH, CHES    
     
1:00 – 1:45pm The Avera Perinatal teleECHO Program:   Diane Smith PhD, MSN, BSN, RN 
  Improving Rural Obstetrics Care    

1:45 – 2:00pm Break 
                          
2:00 – 2:45pm Are Dogs a Member of the Health Care Team?  Angela Hotz BSN, RN, CEN 
         Denise Haisch BSN, RN, CEN 
         Katie Kruger BSN, RN, CEN     
         Lynn White, PhD, RN, ACNS-BC 
      
2:45 – 3:00pm Closing Comments/Evaluations    Adjourn         


